
 

 

Our mission  is to restore and sustain viable populations of native birds and their 

habitats in the Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture region through effective, 

collaborative partnerships . 
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Dear AMJV Partners,  

 

Iõm excited to bring you this edition of our AMJV Year in Review.  As many of you know, 2018 was 

the 10-year anniversary of the AMJV, and our partnership has seen tremendous growth and 

success over those 10 years.  Just a few of the highlights include:  

 

¶ Development of science-based forest management guideli nes for both Golden -winged 

Warblers (released in 2011) and Cerulean Warblers (released in 2013)  

¶ Building a partnership with NRCS to help with implementing their Working Lands for 

Wildlife effort targeting Golden -winged Warblers that they launched in 2012, resulting in 

over 16,000 acres of improved nesting habitat.  

¶ Initiating our Cerulean Warbler Appalachian Forestland Enhancement Project in 2015 with 

an $8 million RCPP award from NRCS matched by $8 million from our partners  

¶ Growth of our management bo ard, with 5 organizations joining the original suite of 18 that 

formed the board at the AMJVõs inception. 

 

Not only have we had a successful 10 years, but 2018 was one of our biggest years of growth.  

 

¶ We continued to enhance our partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

(NFWF) and the development of their Central Appalachia Habitat Stewardship Program, 

which has provided over $1.8 million to partners over the last two years for projects 

enhancing forest habitat.  

¶ Addition of American F orest Foundation to the AMJV Management Board  

¶ Launch of two new full -time positions, a Habitat Delivery Coordinator and a Communications 

Specialist, thanks to additional investments being made by our partners  

 

This year also saw the passing of David Pashle y, one of the greatest champions of bird conservation 

and a mentor of myself and many others in the Joint Venture world.  To commemorate Davidõs 

contribution to the AMJV and bird conservation, weõve included a special tribute to him in this 

Year in Review.  

 

Thank you again for another great year!  

 
Todd Fearer, Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture  Coordinator  
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Tribute to David Pas h ley  

Editor's note: The following is a summary of òtalking points ó about Davidõs bird conservation accomplishments , 

as contributed by  his close colleagues and friends and  compiled by Dr. Judith Scarl, NABCI Coor dinator and 

Bird Conservation Program Manager for the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.  The se accomplishments 

were then recognized by Gordon Meyers, NABCI Co -Chair and Director of the North Carolina Wildlife Resources 

Commission , as he honored David , upon retirement,  with a  NABCI  award  presentation  during the February 

2017 meeting.  Ken Rosenberg and Todd Fearer accepted the award on behalf of David, who was unable to attend  

due to his advancing illness.  

Bird Conservation Leadership and Partnership  

For many, David Pashley is synonymous with òbird conservation .ó  He was a leader in almost 

every Partners in Flight initiative  since it was formed in 1990 and in almost every major NABCI 

initiative  since its formation in 1999.  His partners and friends say that David played a key role in 

the transformation of the way we do bird conservation  through his leadership with Partners in 

Flight, NABCI, and the Joint Ventures.  

David embodie d the NA BCI principle of building strong partnerships ; he built partnerships with 

countless traditional and previously unrecognized partners that share common interests benefiting  birds , 

including forest products companies and other corporate entities, state and f ederal agencies, NFWF and 

other foundations, foreign governments, and U.S. and international NGOs.   Furthermore, David was 

involved in almost every Joint Venture partnership  in the U.S. and interacted with JVs and similar 

alliances in Canada and Mexico. In  fact, h e was an active and consistent member of at least seven JV 

management boards.  

 

NABCI and All -Bird Conservation  

One of the partnerships that David helped to develop was 

NABCI ; he worked with other key leaders nationally and 

internationally to create the North American Bird Conservation 

Initiative with a goal of developing òRegionally based, 

biologically driven, landscape -oriented partnerships 

delivering the full -spectrum of bi rd conservation across 

the entirety of North America .ó   

To provide core funding for NABCI, David built a tri -national 

team  that convinced the leaders of the environmental arm 

of NAFTA to consider birds  as a shared tri -national priority.   David was also a leader in engaging 

senior level officials from each  country  to participate in tri -national bird conservation talks.   David 

helped in conceiving and delineating Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) as the shared geographical 

reference for all bird groups  and helped to initiate and co -author the State of the Birds reports .  Moreover, 

he served as the Co-chair of the NABCI Monitoring Subcommittee and contribut ed to numerous 

monitoring efforts . 

Personality and Mentorship  

Davidõs accomplishments undoubtedly helped to ensure a bright future for bird conservation.   According 

to his friends and colleagues, t he key to his success was  his long -term, relentless, unwavering 

interest in improving bird conservation .  His hallmark st yle  was known well by those close to him 

- when discussing an important issue, David always trie d to summarize, or cut to the chase, or even, in 

classic David style, dismiss the centerpiece in a long discussion and replace it with his own 

novel idea .  

More  seriously, David was  a master of inclusion and encouragement , and many who currently work 

in the field of bird conservation feel that they would not be nearly as involved in bird conservation if not 

for Davidõs willingness to bring them  into the flock and mentor them .  He never took c redit  - he was more 

interested in meaningful conservation for birds than in seeing his name attached to the wo rk.   
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AMJV Mission and Vision  

Our mission  is to restore and sustain viable populations of native birds and their habitats in the 

Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture region through effective, collaborative partnerships.  

Vision  - Partners working together for conservation of native bird species in the Appalachian 

Mountains region to attain:  

¶ Fully -functioning ecosystems with sustainable populations of the regionõs native avifauna, 

guided by state, regional, national, and international bird plans  

¶ Effective delivery of habitat conservation through adap tive management and guided by a 

conservation approach consisting of biological planning, conservation design, delivery of 

conservation actions, evaluation, and research  

¶ Success in capitalizing on funding opportunities relevant to partnership priorities  

¶ An engaged Management Board, representative of the diverse landscape and effective 

partnerships in the Appalachian Mountains  

AMJV Regional Partnerships  & Initiatives  

The AMJV  Partnership  - which consists of over 50 state and federal agencies, conservation 

organizations, and universities  throughout 12 states in the Appalachian Region  - is focused on 

preserving, managing, and restoring diverse, healthy forest 

habitats in the region to benefit not only birds, but th e 

diversity of Appalachian plants and wildlife. *A list of 

partners can be found at the end of this report*   

The AMJV  Focal Landscape Initiative  is a holistic 

conservation management approach that enhances the 

diversity and health of habitat in the landscape by 

considering  the entire system, versus individual species or 

habitat types, over a long timespan.   Our Focal Landscape 

Initiative strategically targets our capacity and resources to 

high -priority regions established  by our partners within the 

AMJV geography , thus  maximiz ing  our conservation impacts 

and mak ing concrete steps towards improving habitat for our 

priority species.  

AMJV Staff  
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International Highlights  

To Save Migratory Birds, American Bird Conservancy ( ABC ) Goes Where the Birds Go  

By Andrew Rothman, Migratory Bird Program Director , American Bird Conservancy  

Editor's note: A previous version of th e first section of this  article first appeared in the fall 2016 edition of  Bird 

Conservation  magazine.  An additional previous version can be found on the ABC website: 

https://abcbirds.org/abc -goes-where-the-birds -go/  

Spring  bird migration is well underway  in the Western Hemisphere .  Much  of American Bird 

Conservancyõs international work focuses on the areas from which th ese birds  are returning (and 

where they will head again this fall ): their wintering grounds in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine embarking on a 3,000 -mile journey. What will be there this fall when these birds arrive  in 

their wintering grounds ?  Will the forest in Honduras that was there last year await them again this 

year, or will the trees have been torn down to make way for a palm oil plantation? Will they find cover 

in a healthy mix of trees and coffee bushes or cacao trees in Costa Rica, or encounter a monoculture 

of pineapple? 

The forests and farms  of Central and South America can seem distant. But the goods produced there 

have a direct link to the birds that are just arriving this spring in your area . The global economy plays 

out on a local level in places like Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica, and Colombia, affecting how land  

- bird habitat  - is used. Coffee, chocolate, rubber, black pepper, beef, pineapple, palm oil, bananas, 

and more  - they all impact the availability and quality of habitat for migratory birds during their 

nonbreeding season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

                            

To make sure our color ful visitors have a place to go in winter, we have to make production methods 

of these goods friendlier for birds. This is where  ABC's Migrat ory Bird Program  is headed.  We go 

where the birds go .  We identify the land -use changes and challenges birds face, and we put solutions 

into action where they will make the most impact in new and creative ways.  

Blackburnian Warblers 

breed in North 

America's eastern 

coniferous forests; this 

winter bird was 

photographed in the 

montane forests of 

northern South 

America.  

Photo by Joe Tobias  

Bay-breasted Warbler s - such as 

this one photographed on its 

wintering grounds in Colombia's 

El Paujil Reserve  - require healthy 

habitat on both their wintering 

grounds and summer breeding 

grounds in order to thrive.  

Photo by Fundacion ProAves  

https://abcbirds.org/abc-goes-where-the-birds-go/
https://abcbirds.org/program-division/migratory-birds/
https://abcbirds.org/program/bringing-back-the-birds/
https://abcbirds.org/program/bringing-back-the-birds/
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In N icaragua, for instance, we have worked with more than 200 landowners to plant additional trees 

in their coffee plantations and in their cattle pastures to make better winter homes for birds. In the 

Dominican Republic, we are using environmental payment inc entives to support the protection of 

remnant habitat on small family -owned farms near protected areas.  

In every case, to influence land use within targeted geographies, we need to know not just how birds 

use certain habitats  - we need to understand  the economics, management, and market chains of 

products as well.  

 

Migration  - of the human kind  - and the economy are hot topics in our current geopolitical landscape. 

Despite this, and the fact that geopolitics and the global economy directly affect their survival, 

migratory birds ignore borders. It's up to us to pay at tention to our role in the global economy and 

make bird -friendly consumer choices if we want to help them.  

Perhaps these natural gems offer us an opportunity to do more than simply admire their beauty. 

Maybe in the effort to conserve birds, we can find a harmony between our economy and the natural 

world. Not only do migratory birds depend on it, but our own survival might just depend on it too.  

Following  are summaries of a few of ABCõs 2018 international migratory bird conservation efforts, 

carried out thr ough a partnership with Southern Wings, a partnership of state fish and wildlife 

agencies created in 2009 by Association of Fish and Wildlife Agenciesõ (AFWA) Bird Conservation 

Committee and approved by the AFWA Business meeting to provide a mechanism for state wildlife 

agencies to partner in conservation projects for shared priority species with partners in Mexico, 

Central America, South America , and the Caribbean.  Southern Wings is coordinated by AFWA but 

led by the state fish and wildlife agencies.  Sou thern Wings facilitates state fish and wildlife agency 

participation in the conservation of priority migratory birds across their annual life cycle (breeding, 

migration, and non -breeding sites).   As of 2019, 32 state fish and wildlife agencies have contributed 

almost $2.9 million to the conservation of migratory bird species on stop -over sites and wintering 

grounds through 19 different projects in 12 countries.  

More information about Southern Wings can be found  at: https://www.fishwildlife.org/afwa -

inspires/southern -wings  

Shade-grown coffee offers migratory birds the shelter and habitat they require while providing a necessary 

income for Latin American coffee farmers.   Photo by Georges Duriaux  

 

https://www.fishwildlife.org/afwa-inspires/southern-wings
https://www.fishwildlife.org/afwa-inspires/southern-wings
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Expanding Migratory Bird Conservation in the Most Threatened Lowland Rainforest in Caribbean 

Guatemala  

The Izabal region of Caribbean Guatemala is home to over 150 species of neotropical migratory birds. 

ABC and Foundation for Eco -Development and Conservation (FUNDAECO) are implementing a long -

term conservation strategy of p reserving stopover and wintering habitats along Guatemalaõs 

Caribbean migratory funnel. ABC and FUNDAECO call this region the Conservation Coast and 

include it in ABCõs BirdScape initiative. BirdScapes are priority habitat areas large enough to 

increase th e numbers of target species, but small enough to facilitate measurement of results. This 

strategy helps identify key landscapes for migratory birds  and then target conservation actions within 

these prioritized landscapes. In Guatemala, our work is now foc used within the Conservation Coast 

BirdScape.  

Our conservation efforts focus on acquiring and managing a series of reserves that protect key habitat 

for migratory birds of conservation concern, promoting the zoning of lands outside of the reserves as 

buff er zones, and promulgating the use of bird -friendly agriculture throughout the area. To date, this 

project has helped support the creation of a series of protected areas: Sierra Caral, Punta Manabique, 

Cerro San Gil, Tapon Creek, and Sierra Santa Cruz.  

Sierra Caral is a unique mountain that hosts Alliance for Zero Extinction species of amphibians while 

also providing important wintering and stop -over habitat for migratory birds.   Punta Manabique has 

been identified as the single most threatened lowland fo rest in the Izabal department of Guatemala 

and attracts shorebirds and other migrants to its mangroves, beaches and forests.   Cerro San Gil is a 

registered Important Bird Area for Guatemala  and is a key stopover and wintering site for more than 

100 migratory birds. Many of the species present show population declines and are considered 

endangered locally.   Tapon Creek is a large, lowland rainforest remnant that provides both wintering 

habitat for Kentucky Warbler and Wood Thrush and connectivity bet ween two of the regionõs largest 

protected areas. The most recent land that FUNDAECO has targeted for protection is the Finca 

Perdomo property in the Sierra Santa Cruz. This property provides pristine tropical submontane 

forest important for wintering warb lers and , in particular, it provides spring stopover habitat for 

Cerulean Warblers.  

To support their entire life cycle, Palm Warblers require healthy bogs and coniferous forests in Canada 

and the northern United States  - where they breed each summer - and open, grassy habitat in Florida, 

the Caribbean, and Central America during the winter  months.   Photo by Mark Johnson  
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Our primary focus currently in the region is on promoting bird -friendly agriculture with private 

landowners in the buffer zones of these protected areas. To help educate landowners on farming 

practices that will benefit birds, ABC and FUNDAECO are looking to acquire properties that can 

serve as outreach and training centers, living classrooms where we will actively produce shade -grown 

products such as black pepper, rubber,  cacao, and cardamom. These areas are called BioCenters .   

 The BioCenter properties protect 

important forest patches while also 

facilitating restoration of former pastures 

through the production of the 

aforementioned  bird -friendly products.  

Over time this improves the property for 

migratory birds and also creates a 

mechanism for sustainably financing the 

management needs of all the reserves in 

the Conservation Coast.  

 Birds of interest identified within the 

Conservation Coast include the following 

species: Broad-winged Hawk, Wood 

Thrush, Cerulean Warbler, Blue -winged 

Warbler, Golden -winged W arbler, 

Prothonotary Warbler, Kentucky 

Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Worm -

eating Warbler, Yellow -billed Cuckoo, Painted Bunting, Wilsonõs Plover, American Oystercatcher, 

Red Knot, Sanderling, Western Sandpiper, White -rumped Sandpiper , and Buff -breasted Sandpiper.   

Read more about this project here: https://abcbirds.org/migratory -birds -gain -protection -winter -

habitat -guatemala/  

Wood Thrush Conservation in Honduras  

Partnering with Universidad Nacional de Agricultura de Honduras (UNA); La Asociación de 

Investigación para el Desarrollo Ecológico y Socio Económico (ASIDE); Wildlife Conservation Society 

(WCS); Meso-American Development Institute (MDI); US Forest Service ; and University of 

Massachusetts - Lowell, our work has focused on two areas: the Agalta Valley and the Yoro Corridor 

in west -central Honduras.  The Yoro Corridor connects four national protected areas (Pico Pijol, Maria 

Auxiliadora Central, Montaña de Yor o National Parks, and Texiguat National Wildlife Refuge).  

We have since expanded our work to the Sierra de Agalta and with our new partner, Wildlife 

Conservation Society, expanded to the Tawahka and Rio Platano Biosphere Reserves of La Moskitia.  

ABC has since identified two focal landscapes, or BirdScapes, that encompass these project areas.  

Each of these areas presents unique circumstances  - however, unsustainable land use practices 

threaten the continued existence of Wood Thrush and Golden -winged Warbler habitat across these 

areas.  In the Agalta Valley and in the Rio  Platano regions , ranching activities threaten habitat, while 

in the Sierra de Agal ta and Yoro Corridor , clearing forest for agricultural production is the main 

threat. While these economic activities are necessary to sustain local economies, it is imperative that 

we reduce the impact of these activities and ensure habitat is protected. While the bird species of 

principal interest is the Wood Thrush, the areas targeted for conservation action within this proposal   

are also important for Golden -winged Warbler, as identified by the Alianza Alas Doradas.  

The Golden-winged Warbler is just one species of  

interest identified w ithin the Conservation Coast  

in Guatemala.  

Photo by Ray Hennessy/Shutterstock  

https://abcbirds.org/migratory-birds-gain-protection-winter-habitat-guatemala/
https://abcbirds.org/migratory-birds-gain-protection-winter-habitat-guatemala/
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Other migratory bird species of int erest that are found in these regions include Magnolia Warbler,  

Blue -winged Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Worm -eating Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, Eastern 

Wood-Pewee, Yellow-throated Vireo and White -eyed Vireo.  The endemic and endangered Honduran 

Emerald is also present within a portion of the project areas.  

In the mid -term, we aim to reduce the rate of 

forest habitat loss in multiple locations in 

Central America to sustain the cur rent 

population of Wood Thrush. In the long -term, 

our goal is to reverse the annual rate of decline 

of the Wood Thrush through coordinated full -

life cycle conservation efforts linking breeding 

and non -breeding ground efforts. Objectives of 

this project are  to improve protection of the 

remaining forest and forest fragments and 

facilitate implementation of Integrated Open 

Canopy (IOC) coffee and other beneficial coffee 

and cacao production practices in the two 

identified BirdScapes.  To this end we have 

ident ified key producer groups to work with and 

have started outreach programs with them to 

identify targeted landowners to invest in for 

conservation purposes.  

Conservation of High Priority Land Birds at  

Reserva El Jaguar, Nicaragua  

The cloud forests of north ern Nicaragua are fragmented by agriculture, including sun -coffee 

production, potatoes, cabbage, and other annual crops. Adding shade to coffee plantations and using 

native species reforestation to create habitat corridors and protect water sources can imp rove habitat 

quality for migratory birds. The northern highlands of Nicaragua in the Departments of Jinotega, 

Matagalpa and Altantico Norte are important wintering areas for species like the Golden -winged 

Warbler (GWWA) and stopover areas for many species such as Bay-breasted Warbler and Canada 

Warbler among other migratory birds. Almost all of the Golden -winged Warbler Focal Areas identified 

for Nicaragua are in this region. ABC has established two BirdScapes in Northern Nicaragua, the 

Northern Highlands a nd Bosawas. Here a host of partners are identifying conservation opportunities, 

developing creative solutions, protecting existing forest and increasing connectivity in the region 

through native species reforestation and agroforestry projects.  

ABC and our in -country partners began this project with reforestation and habitat protection efforts 

within the El Jaguar ðVolcán Yalí Biological Corridor. The project has since grown and expanded and 

will work to implement actions in at least three GWWA Focal Areas ( El Jaguar ð Yali, Peñas Blancas, 

and Saslaya) as outlined within the GWWA Wintering Grounds Conservation Plan (Bennett, 

Rodriguez, Rothman 2016). The work here focuses on protecting remaining forest, connecting and 

increasing forest fragments using shade a griculture and silvipasture, and increasing local 

understanding of natural resources to reduce threats to remaining habitat for wintering migrants 

including the GWWA, Wood Thrush (WOTH) and others. We have also installing the first MOTUS 

tower in Nicaragua  and are conducting migratory species monitoring across the GWWA Focal Areas, 

to improve our understanding of the migratory behavior of several priority species.  Read more about 

this project here: https://abcbirds.org/quest -to-save-wood-thrush/  

The Wood Thrush ð like the one photographed above 

on a log ð and its flutelike song is a beloved feature of 

eastern forests.  Sadly, Wood Thrush populations are 

declining, which is why ABC is working to promote 

conservation on their wintering grounds in 

Honduras.  

Photo by Paul Reeves Photography/Shutterstock  

https://abcbirds.org/quest-to-save-wood-thrush/
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Regional Highlights  

NFWF Central Appalachia Habitat Stewardship Program Update  

By Todd Fearer,  Coordinator , Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture  

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

(NFWF) awarded more than $1.4 million in funding 

in November  to restore the quality of forest and 

freshwater habitats in the Central Appalachian -

Allegheny Plateau landscape, including the 

Appalachian regions of New York, Pennsylvania, 

Ohio, Maryland, West Virginia , and Virginia  

through the use of on-the-ground restoration and 

planning .  The grants were awarded through the 

Central Appalachia Habitat Stewardship Program , a partnership between NFWF, USDAõs Natural 

Resources Conservation Service, the American Forest Foundation, and, in western Pennsylvania, the 

Richard King Mellon Foundation. Additional funding is provided by Shell Oil Company, the U.S. 

Forest Service, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.   This is the second year of the  program.  

Four of the selected projects, totaling over $649,000 in funds from N FWF and matched with over 

$905,000 from grantees, are focused on enhancing forest age and structural diversity and will benefit 

the suite of our AMJV priority forest birds.   Todd Fearer, AMJV Coordinator, is part of the advisory 

team for this program.  The  AMJV collaborated on and provided letters of support for three of these 

projects and will work with NFWF and all grantees to facilitate coordination and collaboration across 

all forestry projects to maximize their collective impact across the Central Appa lachia region.  Three 

of the projects are in Pennsylvania, and the remaining project is in West Virginia.   The next request 

for proposals for the Central Appalachia Program is expected late spring or early summer of 2019 . 

 

Cerulean Warbler Appalachian Forestland Enhancement Project  

By Amanda Duren, Habitat Delivery Coordinator , Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture  

For the last three years, the Cerulean Warbler 

Appalachian Forestland Enhancemen t project, 

funded through the USDA Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program (RCPP), has been the 

cornerstone of the AMJVõs work with private 

landowners in the region. The AMJV partnership 

was awarded this 5 -year, $8 million grant in 

January 2015 to enhanc e private forests by 

implementing active forest management to improve 

12,500 acres of forest habitat and 1,000 acres of 

reclaimed mine lands for Cerulean Warblers and 

other wildlife in West Virginia, Pennsylvania, 

Kentucky, Ohio, and Maryland.    The RCPP 

promotes coordination between the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and its partners to deliver high -impact conservation 

assistance to producers and landowners.  The project also utilizes an additional $8 million in direct, 

in -kind, and logistic al support from more than twenty AMJV partners, demonstrating the strength of 

our partnership model to deliver bird conservation at scale in the Appalachians.  

    Cerulean Warbler .  Photo by Mike Parr/ABC  

THE GRANTS WILL GENERATE $2.1 

MILLION IN MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS 

FOR A TOTAL CONSERVATION IMPACT OF 

MORE THAN $3.5 MILLION. 

http://www.nfwf.org/centralapps/Pages/home.aspx
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The Cerulean Warbler Appalachian 

Forestland Enhancement  Project is an 

important step toward advancing the 

AMJV partnershipõs vision of a dynamic 

forest landscape, with a balance of forest 

age and size classes, on privately owned 

lands. By aligning with programs such 

as Working Lands for Wildlife and other 

regional and local efforts, the AM JV is 

improving forest health and resiliency, 

and creating habitat for multiple bird 

and wildlife species.   

Pennsylvania  

Although a limited round of new 

landowner contracts is planned for this 

fiscal year, 2018 was largely the final 

year of contractin g under the RCPP in 

Pennsylvania. Overwhelming 

landowner interest and great partner 

involvement in the program allowed for 

the complete distribution of the financial 

assistance budgeted for PA under the 

RCPP in 3 years. In collaboration with 

PA NRCS, PA De partment of 

Conservation and Natural Resources, 

and other partners, our staff provided 

technical assistance for active forest 

management on 1,653 acres and 

distributed more than $950,000 in 

financial assistance to 49 private 

landowners. Across all years of  the 

RCPP, 133 contracts have been awarded 

in PA, offering more than $3.1 million in 

financial assistance and improving 

habitat for Cerulean Warblers on more 

than 5,600 acres in 25 counties.  

Monitoring vegetation and bird 

community response to management is 

an important component of the RCPP. In 

2018, a monitoring team le d by Dr. 

Jeffrey  Larkin (Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania and American Bird 

Conservancy) conducted point count 

surveys on private lands enrolled in the 

RCPP through an NRCS Conservation 

Effects Assessment Project grant.  

A shelterwood harvest (stages of which are pictured above) 

is a forest management practice that can improve the 

health of a forest stand, provide revenue for landowners 

and products for local pulp mills, and create young forest 

habitat, which is crucial to many neo -tropical migratory 

birds that spend part of their li ves each year in the 

Appalachian Mountains.   

Photos by Kevin Yoder /ABC  




































































