Reporting Observations in the Priority Species Database
The purpose of the Priority Species Database (“Database”) is to capture precise information on the location of your observation of priority species, as well as additional information of interest.  We plan to use this information for conservation planning purposes.  Currently eBird does not support the ability to enter precise coordinates for species listed as part of a travelling count, and it is difficult for us to extract this information if it is reported in the eBird ‘Location’ or ‘Comments’ fields.  However, data entry into the Database is quick and easy. 
· Please report to the Database only those observations where a breeding category of Possible, Probable or Confirmed can be assigned.
· If you enter your priority species observation in eBird as a travelling count, we will not be able to infer the precise location of your observation.  In addition to entering the observation in eBird, please also enter it in the Database.
·  If you enter your priority species observation in eBird as a stationary count or as an incidental observation, you are already providing us with the precise location of your observation, so there is no need to enter the observation in the Database.  However, you may still want to enter that observation in the Database if you have additional information to share which is not easily conveyed in eBird (ex. habitat, behavior, etc)
· Note – if the priority species observed is a Golden-winged Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, or a warbler that is a hybrid of the two species, please always report this observation in the Database.  The Database tracks the method of detection (by ear, by sight, or both) and we like to keep track of this information as the two species and their hybrids are known to sing each other’s’ songs.  Visual confirmation of these species is always best.
· NOTE: when reporting observations of state-listed species in eBird, we encourage reporting these as part of a travelling count in order to mask their precise locations, due to the sensitivity of these species.  Their precise locations should be entered in the Database instead.  State-listed avian species include Bachman’s Sparrow, Bewick’s Wren, Black Rail, Gull-billed Tern, Henslow’s Sparrow, Loggerhead Shrike, Peregrine Falcon, Piping Plover, Red Knot, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Roseate Tern and Wilson’s Plover.
Guidance on entering observations in the Database
· If you detect a priority species at more than one site, record each site as a separate observation in the Database.  Please include a note in the comments if you think it is the same individual(s) being observed at multiple locations.
· Sites are easiest to define when they are comprised of a particular habitat type that is distinct from surrounding habitat (ex. a pasture or a wetland surrounded by forest) and more difficult to define when they are comprised of large areas of continuous habitat (ex. a forest or even a very large field with a lot of roadside frontage).  A general rule of thumb is to report separately observations of a priority species that are made > 250 m (0.15 mi) from one another.  You can gauge distance between observations using your vehicle’s odometer or by dropping pins in the PDF Maps app (http://amjv.org/index.php/vabba2/submit-data) whenever you detect a priority species and measuring the distance between the pins once you are back at home.
· Ex. multiple Golden-winged Warblers are detected within a large pasture.  The pasture extends for quite some distance along the roadside.  Report as separate observations Golden-winged Warblers that are > 250 m  from one another (ex. 3 males heard singing from point A is reported separately from 2 males heard singing from a point > 250 m down the road from point A within the same pasture)

· If you have multiple observations of a priority species from the same site during the breeding season of a particular Atlas year, please read the following guidelines for reporting your observations to the Database:
· Rather than reporting each observation separately, you may summarize your observations for that year into one observation.  In each of the required fields, please report the observation corresponding to the highest breeding code observed (i.e. Observation Date, Number Observed, Observation Type, VABBA2 Breeding Code, and Method of Detection).  In the Additional Comments field, please summarize, by date, any observations made on additional dates (preceding or subsequent to the date with the highest breeding code).
· Ex. you monitored a pasture with a breeding shrike pair 4 times between April and June of a particular year.   You observed the pair in April, saw an adult carrying food in May, observed fledged young later in May and finally observed one adult in June.  You would report the fledged young as your primary observation, and enter in the Additional Comments field the three other observations in chronological order.

· If you are Atlasing as part of a group when you observe a priority species, please read the following guidelines for reporting your observations to the Database:
· Rather than multiple people reporting the same observation to the Database, the Atlasing party (the people who Atlased together when a particular observation was made) should designate one observer from that party to enter the observation into the database.  While this is not a requirement, it is a suggestion to avoid duplication of data entry effort on the part of multiple Atlasers.
· Under Additional Comments, please make a note that the observation was made by a larger party.  Please list the size of the party/number of observers, as you would in eBird.  Please list the names of the people in the party, or at the very least the name of one or more people that are also submitting the same record in eBird – this will help us match up the Database record to the eBird record.
· Follow the guidance given in the other sections on how to report the observation(s).

· If you are observing a priority species at a site that you know has been/is being visited by other Atlasers, please report your observation to the Database nonetheless.  Assuming that ‘someone else will report it’ may lead to the species at that site not being reported at all.  In addition, we value your observation even if multiple Atlasers are reporting the species at that site, as your observation may provide information that others are not reporting. 

· If you have images or other media to accompany/help to verify your observations, please upload these to the Database even if you have already submitted them with your original report to eBird

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Please refer to ‘VABBA2 Priority Species Guidelines for Data Entry in Priority Species Database’ for additional guidance on reporting observations for individual species
